
 

On Exhibition 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION 
 

Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities Policy 
 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 26 November 2024 it was resolved that the draft Councillor 
Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities Policy be placed on public exhibition for a 
minimum of 28 days. Council is required to notify the public and provide the opportunity for 
submissions regarding this document. 

 
The draft Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities Policy may be viewed at the 
Council Chambers, 1 Benerembah Street Griffith, the Griffith City Library and on Council’s website 
at griffith.nsw.gov.au/onexhibition 
 
Anyone wishing to make comment on the draft Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities Policy can do so in writing addressed to the General Manager, Griffith City Council, PO 
Box 485, GRIFFITH NSW 2680 or visit Council’s website to provide an online submission. 
 
Submissions received will be included in a report to be presented to an Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. As such, copies of all submissions (including the writer’s name and address) will form 
part of Council’s Business Paper and be available to the public. Should you wish to have your 
contact details withheld it is recommended that you request this in your submission. 
 
Comments or submissions will be received up to 4.00 pm, 3 January 2025. 
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Griffith City Council REPORT 
  
CLAUSE CL01 
 
TITLE Endorsement of Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of 

Facilities Policy for Public Exhibition 
 
FROM Brett Stonestreet, General Manager  
 
TRIM REF 24/73608 
 
 
SUMMARY 

In accordance with Section 252 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council is required to 
adopt a policy on the payment of expenses and provision of facilities for Mayors and 
Councillors within the first 12 months of the term of a new Council.  

The draft revised "Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities" policy is 
presented to Council for review and endorsement for public exhibition prior to adoption. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

(a) Council place the draft revised Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities Policy (GC-CP-407) on public display for 28 days. 

(b) If any submissions are received, a further report be prepared for Council. 

(c) If no submissions are received, the draft policy be considered as adopted by 
Council as at the date of the conclusion of the advertised exhibition period.  

 

REPORT 

Council is required to review and adopt the Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision 
of Facilities policy within 12 months of a Council election.  
 
The Office of Local Government (OLG) provides guidelines and a template for the 
formulation of the Councillors Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities policy. 
Council has reviewed the draft policy in accordance with the OLG guidelines. The draft 
policy has been prepared using the OLG suggested policy template. 
 
Superannuation and Salary Sacrificing 

There have been amendments in recent years to the Local Government Act 1993, which 
relate to superannuation and salary sacrificing for Councillors’ fees. 

The Superannuation Guarantee (SGC) is payable on Councillor fees. Councils are required 
to make superannuation contributions for Councillors based on the fees they receive. The 
SGC rate applies to the fees paid to Councillors, ensuring they receive superannuation 
benefits in line with the broader superannuation legislation. 

Councillor fees in part, or in full, can be paid into Councillors’ nominated (complying) 
superannuation accounts as a superannuation contribution payment. Noting that the 
individual Councillors will need to consider this in the context of any other superannuation 
contributions they make, to ensure they do not breach the contributions cap. 

Regarding the question of salary sacrifice, Section 254B (6-7) of the LG Act (the Act) 
specifically states: 
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(6)  A person is not, for the purposes of any Act, taken to be an employee of a council and is 
not disqualified from holding civic office merely because the person is paid a superannuation 
contribution payment. 

(7)  A superannuation contribution payment does not constitute salary for the purposes of 
any Act. 

However, in accordance with Section 252 of the Act, fees payable to Councillors may be 
reduced by amounts paid as ’private benefits’, e.g. salary sacrificed amounts including 
superannuation. To do so, Councils must pass a resolution in this regard and adopt a policy 
to allow for this.  

Proposed changes to amounts allocated in Appendix III Summary of Maximum 
Amounts 

The following summary is provided regarding explanation of notable changes to amounts 
allocated in Appendix III of the draft policy - Summary of Maximum Amounts. 

Expense or facility  

Policy 
adopted 
2022 

Maximum 
amount  

Proposed 
Maximum 
amount  
(Budget 
adopted 
2023/24) 

Job No. 
Explanation re budget 
variances 

Council Meeting 
Expenses 

$10,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

$10,000 
adopted 
2023/24 

TBA 
depending 
on NOM 

12129.0092 $14,138 expended 
2022/23 

$12,443 expended 
2023/24 

Civic Receptions $6,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 
(adopted 
2021/22) 

$6,000 
$5,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

12130.0092 Budget adjusted to $5,000 
in 2022/23 and 2023/24. 

 

Councillor travelling 
expenses within LGA 

$10,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

(adopted 
2021/22) 

$10,000 
$5,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

12127.0092 Budget reduced 2024/25 
to reflect below results:  

$3,260 expended 2023/24 

$2,735 expended 2022/23 

$2,265 expended 2021/22 

Councillor 
Training/Workshop – 
NSW Travel & 
Accommodation 

$3,500 total 
for all 
Councillors 

$3,500 
$3,600 total 
for all 
Councillors 

14112.0012 Minimal variance 

Councillor 
Training/Workshop – 
Interstate Travel & 
Accommodation 

$1,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

$1,000 
$1,030 total 
for all 
Councillors 

14112.0101 Minimal variance 

Conferences and 
seminars – NSW 
Travel & 
Accommodation 

$11,000  
total for all 
Councillors  

$11,000 
$12,000 total 
for all 
Councillors  

12188.012 Budget adjusted  

$12,195 expended 
2021/22 (budget was 
$11,000) 

$18,046 expended 
2022/23 (budget was 
$15,000) 
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Expense or facility  

Policy 
adopted 
2022 

Maximum 
amount  

Proposed 
Maximum 
amount  
(Budget 
adopted 
2023/24) 

Job No. 
Explanation re budget 
variances 

$10,877 expended 
2023/24 (budget was 
$11,000) 

Conference – 
Interstate Travel & 
Accommodation 

$2,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

$2,000 
$12,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

12188.0101 Budget adjusted 

$4,045 expended 2021/22 
(budget was $2,000) 

$10,674 expended 
2022/23 (budget was 
$10,000) 

$5,808 expended 2023/24 
(budget was $2,000) 

Conferences - 
Registration 

$6,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

$6,000 
$12,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

12188.0028 Budget adjusted  

$11,318 expended in 
2021/22 (budget was 
$6,000)  

$14,601 expended 
2022/23 (budget was 
$16,000) 

$15,820 expended 
2023/24 (budget was 
$6,000) 

Training - Registration $30,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

$30,000 
$10,500 total 
for all 
Councillors 

14112.0026 Budget adjusted  

$12,231 expended in 
2021/22 (budget was 
$20,000) 

$1,296 expended 2022/23 
(budget was $10,500) 

$1,260 expended 2023/24 
(budget was $10,500) 

Memberships, 
subscriptions, licence 
fees 

$18,000  
total for all 
Councillors 

$18,000 
$22,000 total 
for all 
Councillors 

12166.0181 Includes ALGWA, Country 
Mayor’s Association, Hub 
Licences, Regional 
Capitals Membership, 
MDA Membership 

$20,171 in 2021/22 
(budget was $18,000) 

$21,780 in 2022/23 
(budget was $20,000) 

$27,414 in 2023/24 
(budget was $20,000) 

 

The total previous allowances for the abovementioned job numbers allocated in the 2021/22 budget 
was $97,500. The total proposed allowances for the abovementioned job numbers allocated in 
2024/25 budget is: $93,130. 

OPTIONS 

Council must adopt a policy on Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities 
within the first 12 months of the term of a new Council. 



CL01 Endorsement of Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities Policy for Public Exhibition 
 

Ordinary Meeting of Council | 26 November 2024 4 
 

Council may make amendments to the draft policy prior to placing on public exhibition. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Once adopted, the revised policy will be the governing policy in relation to payment of 
expenses and provision of facilities for the Mayor and Councillors at Griffith City Council 
unless otherwise amended by further resolution of Council. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Once adopted, the revised policy will govern the allowable expenses and provision of 
facilities for Councillors in the performance of their official duties. 
 

LEGAL/STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

252 Payment of expenses and provision of facilities 

(1) Within the first 12 months of each term of a Council, the Council must adopt a policy 
concerning the payment of expenses incurred or to be incurred by, and the provision 
of facilities to, the mayor, the deputy mayor (if there is one) and the other Councillors 
in relation to discharging the functions of civic office. 

(2) The policy may provide for fees payable under this Division to be reduced by an 
amount representing the private benefit to the mayor or a Councillor of a facility 
provided by the Council to the mayor or Councillor. 

(3) A Council must not pay any expenses incurred or to be incurred by, or provide any 
facilities to, the mayor, the deputy mayor (if there is one) or a Councillor otherwise 
than in accordance with a policy under this section. 

(4) A Council may from time to time amend a policy under this section. 

(5) A policy under this section must comply with the provisions of this Act, the 
regulations and any relevant guidelines issued under section 23A. 

253 Requirements before policy concerning expenses and facilities can be adopted 
or amended 

(1) A Council must give public notice of its intention to adopt or amend a policy for the 
payment of expenses or provision of facilities allowing at least 28 days for the making 
of public submissions. 

(2) Before adopting or amending the policy, the Council must consider any submissions 
made within the time allowed for submissions and make any appropriate changes to 
the draft policy or amendment. 

(3) Despite subsections (1) and (2), a Council need not give public notice of a 
proposed amendment to its policy for the payment of expenses or provision of 
facilities if the Council is of the opinion that the proposed amendment is not 
substantial. 

(4)  (Repealed) 

(5)  A Council must comply with this section when proposing to adopt a policy in 
accordance with section 252(1) even if the Council proposes to adopt a policy that is 
the same as its existing policy. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

Not Applicable 
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COMMUNITY IMPLICATIONS 

The community has opportunity to make submissions on the draft policy during the public 
exhibition period. 
 

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN 

This item links to Council’s Strategic Plan item 3.1 Undertake Council activities within a clear 
framework of strategic planning, policies, procedures and service standards. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Senior Management Team 
Office of Local Government website 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

(a) Draft Councillor Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities Policy    
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